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Oil Spills: Comments & Conclusions
Author’s Comments
As the following are my personal comments they will be given in normal font & print,
except where I comment on my own comment!
One definition of insanity is to repeat the same actions, yet expect a different result. Consider
that definition when thinking about the BP Macondo Well leak in the Gulf of Mexico and the
hysteria that has surrounded it.
As we have now looked at the chemistry of oil and naturally occurring leaks a pattern has
developed that allows us to use the past to predict the future when similar events occur. We
have described the environment’s effect on oil and have covered the history of three previous
major spill & leak events and their outcomes. Therefore, there was a sound basis for
confidently looking at the recent Macondo Well leak and predicting the short and long-term
results we can expect based on previous history. We have seen the effects of the Sun and
natural chemistry in warm, salty water and in cold, nearly fresh water and the moderately
different effects in those situations. Essentially the outcomes are the same, but the timescales
are considerably different. Swedish scientists in 1979 had already determined that every
reduction by 10 degrees centigrade in water temperature doubles the recovery time. This is a
predictable biological and chemical reaction. We have also looked at the similarly large
IXTOC-I leak in the very same Gulf of Mexico and the minimal long-term environmental
effect that it had. In fact, the prevention of fishing for a period provided an opportunity for
the overfished region to recover its fish stocks! We have also seen that the world’s largest oil
spill (at least involving mankind) in Kuwait took only a few years to recover – and indeed had
substantial benefits for marine life. Yet that spill took place in a relatively confined
environment. In the colder Alaskan region it is now evident that the clean up after the Exxon
Valdez spill did more harm than good and that climatological and environmental factors of
cold and fresh water had more to do with the slow recovery than anything else. But even then
recovery would have occurred without intervention had there not been a requirement to be
seen to be doing ‘something’.
Therefore the obvious question is: why would the Macondo leak not have the same outcome
as all previous ones? If we input the known factors will we not be able to calculate the result
and the timeframe? The answer is of course that we can and this leak will have the same
results in the environmental, chemical and energy resource arena, but in this case not in the
political and economic fields. The joker in the pack is that this leak is being used by the
United States government as a fortuitous crisis to gain more control over the oil industry.
President Obama’s aim of transforming the USA (does anyone know into what?) is being at
least partially delivered by means of an almost irrelevant oil-leak event that is dwarfed every
day by naturally occurring leaks. As the President’s Chief Regulator, Cass Sunstein said
“Never let a good crisis go to waste if it can be used to achieve your aims” (Fox News).
If two wells per day are not drilled in the Gulf then production will begin to decline within a
few months and more imports of oil into the USA will be needed to make up the shortfall.
Inevitably, fuel prices will rise and up to 50,000 USA workers will lose their jobs entirely
with another 60,000 either put on part-time work, alternative (non-productive) clean-up work
or will be redeployed internationally.
The Macondo Leak is not an environmental crisis, it is a black political opportunity.
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The Geography of Oil Spills
The geography of the area in which an oil spill occurs affects what happens and the recovery
time. If you are going to have a spill or a leak, have it in a warm, sunny climate with above
average salty water. Apart from that it does not really matter as the environment will deal
with this naturally occurring food source at its leisure.

The Likelihood of Future Oil Spills
Oil spills are politically bad news, no matter what the real outcome or benefits that may
eventually accrue. If nothing else they are a waste of a valuable (toxic and dangerous)
resource, so preventing them is clearly in everyone’s interest. Spills and leaks draw
unwelcome political attention and provide ammunition to radical environmentalists.
Reducing spills and leaks to zero is neither possible, nor desirable as it would increase the
cost of the product to an unreasonably high price. This degree of ‘protection’ is unnecessary
as the environment invariably takes care of these human errors in a very short time.

The Environmental Damage of Oil Spills & Leaks
Environmental damage from a spill is initially brutal on wildlife and eye-catching in the
environment. It is also short-term. Twenty years have gone by since the infamous Exxon
Valdez leaked part of its cargo into Prince William Sound, yet today there is little evidence of
adverse effects in the region despite its having occurred in the worst of environments for
recovery. The super tanker Haven spilled 45m gallons of oil into the Mediterranean off Italy
in 1991 and leaked for 12 years, but there is no trace of its cargo today. Despite the hype and
manufactured hysteria environmental damage has never come close to the doomsday
prophecies predicted. Nor will it this time, or the next, or the next.

The Cleanup of Spilled Oil and the Recovery of the Environment
Oils spills are ugly and politically unacceptable, so something must be done! In fact, the best
thing is often to do nothing: just wait and let nature take care of the oil. Of course, doing
nothing is not an option as activity, any activity, is often confused with results. In fact, most
cleanup efforts adversely affect the environment by killing beneficial microbes, spreading and
dispersing the oil and destroying much of the environment by hosing down and killing
vegetation and creatures in the soil or tearing up contaminated land. In Kuwait the oil in the
Persian Gulf was skimmed as much as possible and the rest was left to nature. Today, the
Persian Gulf is clean, full of life and uncontaminated.
Since the Exxon Valdez spill Prince William Sound has recovered, albeit at a slower rate than
Kuwait. The real point is that it has despite the predictions of doom, twenty years is not a
long time in environmental or human history.
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Search and Ye Shall Find: but is it doing any harm?
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The article accompanied the photo above and has nothing bad to say about the infamous
Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989.
How quickly infamy vanishes! The small article (from Page 24 of a Free Melbourne
Newspaper) appears to support the Macondo Well Oil Spill as beneficial!

The Long Term Effects of Oil Spills
The conclusion from 40 years of experience and hundreds of spills is that there are no long
term adverse effects of significance. The environment may be altered, but it is not devastated,
nor is it permanently damaged (though some would argue that any change is ‘damage’).
Sabre-tooth Tigers more than 30,000 years old have been recovered from the tarpits of Los
Angeles, so oil leaks are normal. The sea off Santa Barbara in California leaks thousands of
gallons every day with no detrimental effects on the adaptable environment.
The environmental damage from the Macondo Well will be no different in the long-term.
Based on previous events there are eight clear-cut ‘predictions’ that can be made. Actually
some of them are not really predictions at all, simply a timeline that Nature follows with
regularity:
1. The 172,000,000 gallons of oil will evaporate, sink, be skimmed (human intervention
involved) and will disappear within a month of the well being capped. That
prediction is already wrong as they could not find enough oil to skim in less than
ten days.
2. The political and negative economic fallout will exceed the environmental effect by a
disproportionate amount. This is already the case with the banning of drilling in the
Gulf, the loss of 50,000 jobs and calls for more government intervention in the
industry, even though the government was across the drilling process and the
disaster every step of the way. So, what would they do differently with more control
that they did not do this time?
3. There will be calls to end the world’s dependence on oil. These people really have
no idea as the following picture shows. Without oil our civilisation cannot exist as
a modern society
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Household Goods Containing Oil-based Products
Source: National Geographic magazine, June 2004
4. Nobody will report on the front page the non-news that the world’s second biggest
man-made leak caused minimal damage. Instead it will make Page 24 of a free
newspaper
and
millions
of
independent
blogs.
5. Twenty years from now the Macondo Blowout will join the other ‘greatest
environmental disasters of our time’ as a footnote of history. It has happened in
every
other
case;
it
will
happen
again
this
time.
6. Nature will take care of this spill like all the others and fish, birds and animals will
recover within two years. Given the ban on fishing and the nutrients seeding the
Gulf sea floor the signs already are that it may be much sooner.
7. None of the ‘scientific’ predictions of doom will occur. There will be no depletion of
oxygen, no loss of biodiversity and no devastation of the Louisiana wetlands.
Reports have already surfaced tentatively saying that the ‘damage (is) not as bad as
predicted’. These reports will gather force, but there will be no retractions of the
poor forecasts. Without warning the catastrophists will move on to new fields
leaving their failure to predict a few weeks ahead unanswered.
8. Within a few months the same usual suspects will have latched on to a new scenario
of doom and will be front page news again. For the seriously paranoid, fortunately
we have the Mayan prediction of the end of the world in 2012. Google it! There
are 32,000,000 references to it and whole websites by the alarmists telling the
moronic sheep how to prepare for the end. In just a few decades we have had Acid
Rain, Global Cooling, Global Warming, The End of Oil, Famine, Overpopulation,
Asteroids and Armageddon. Take your pick, but it won’t be an oil spill.
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Conclusion
The Macondo Well blowout will be no different from every other leak before and after it.
The hype and alarm is not based of historical or current facts, but on a political agenda. I
hope this article has demonstrated that and opened your mind to the wonderful (if depressing)
world of ‘natural scepticism’ as a healthy alternative to unfounded fear.

En Passant
12th August 2010

Postscript – 17th August 2010
The greatest environmental disaster of our time quietly vanishes
Nineteen days after the Macondo Well was capped I find it necessary to add this postscript to
close this article once and for all. In fact, it is almost shameful that I put more effort into
researching this article than it has taken the Gulf of Mexico to recover from the ‘greatest
environmental disaster in U.S history’ (as President Obama {over}stated on 3rd May 2010).
As we shall see, the true-believers refuse to accept the ‘miracle’ that has happened before
their eyes even as the chief over-hyper visits the Gulf Coast and swims in waters that may
take decades to recover, if ever.

In a photo provided by the White House, President Obama and his daughter Sasha swim at
Alligator Point in Panama City Beach, Florida on 14th August 2010, sixteen days after the
Macondo Well was capped. It was explained that they were in a cove near their hotel, not in
the Gulf of Mexico itself – even though the cove was part of the Gulf and water from the gulf
flowed through it.
Fortunately the internet has become a great equaliser in the dissemination of information
(both true and false), but at least it gives people the opportunity to research and express
contrary views to those foisted on us by an ever more politicised media and selected experts.
However, the ‘Blogosphere’ is becoming more powerful everyday as it cannot be controlled
by editors, or rejected by those with a political agenda.
As Paul Mulshine writes:
“A simple apology would have been in order.
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I’m talking about President Obama’s visit to the Gulf Coast over the weekend. Obama was a
co-conspirator in the effort to hype the BP oil disaster out of all proportion. The effects of
that spill were supposed to linger for years, but it’s already gone without a trace, or at least a
trace visible to me as I visited the coast in two states.1”
Mulshine visited a beach town in Alabama called Gulf Shores. Every beach entrance had a
sign warning tourists of the dire consequences of going for a swim, yet “the water was blue
and the dolphins were leaping as if trying out for jobs at Sea World. There was not the
slightest indication the Gulf has just gone through what the president termed “the greatest
environmental disaster in American history.”
Far more economic damage was done by the alarmism than by the oil. As Mulshine
continues, “Later that evening, I was walking on the beach when I came upon a crew cleaning
up a beach that was already spotless. It looked like an episode of the “The Three Stooges.”
Moe would stand there watching as Larry dug deep holes. Larry would pour the sand into a
net held by Curly, then the sand would fall back on the beach. Every once in a while they’d
collect a tar ball the size of a pea. Two months ago, Gulf Shores was overrun with TV crews
hyping the threat. Now that the threat has not worked out as planned, no crews were to be
seen. They were over in Panama City Beach covering the president.”
Mulshine visited the spot now that Obama was gone, so he went to where the president had
taken his dip. There he found an uninviting little beach, nothing like the glorious Gulf
beaches where he had been swimming the day before. As he says, “Obama might as well
have jumped in the hotel pool.”
This is where it should end, but true-believers never concede so the attacks and counterattacks
followed, most on the ‘oil-is-gone-denier’ side. Just a couple of examples to illustrate the
problem as there is really no point in continuing to feed the delusions of the deranged.
Rich August 19, 2010 at 2:54PM
Paul....I am talking down stream of the Spill site....with oil showing up all the way down as
far as Key West...and with the amount of dispersants used...we do not know if the entire
bottom in some areas is covered or not.....and the presence of oil plumes floating around is
still a major problem......Again Paul, you seem to think that since they shut off the flow that
all is fine now.....Don’t we all wish it were that simple.....
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/17/scientists-toxic-oil-settling-on-gulf-floor/ This study
was just released two days ago Paul”
Anonymous: “… the amount of oil spilled in the gulf far exceeds that that was spilled in
Prince William Sound...and remember that was twenty years ago.....the damage done to that
ecosystem is still showing up. Never let the facts get in the way – and always assume
nobody will challenge your statement. If they do, just ignore it and add a new alarm!
Bottom line, we have no idea what the bottom of the Gulf looks like. The impact of the
dispersants used has not been realized ....the U.S. government issued a scientific report
suggesting that 75 percent of the 4.9 million barrels of oil that gushed into the Gulf as been
burned, dispersed or evaporated. But even if you assume that all of the dispersed oil has been
degraded, there are still an estimated 1.3 million barrels out in the environment -- five times
the amount of oil released during the Exxon Valdez spill in 1989. You can bet that we have
not even seen the beginning of the fall out on the environment over this disaster.....” It makes
your head ache just to read this unattributed and unsubstantiated (deleted).
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Thankfully, there were even more rational comments to counter the irrational, such as the
following:
“Andrew_Martin Lale_18 August 17, 2010 at 1:47PM
Rich, I'm afraid it is you showing your ignorance. A large portion of the oil was eaten by
bacteria which inhabit the Caribbean in enormous quantities, as millions of barrels of oil
seep into the water every year naturally and as oil floats in all situations known to physics,
there aren't any huge columns of hidden oil under the water in case you suspect that is where
it is hiding...”
However, despite the federal and State Governments declaring shrimp and fish are safe to eat,
the leaked oil is already gone and there have been few short-term effects on the environment
the Macondo Well Blowout has achieved the Government’s aims, viz:
1. BP has been seriously weakened as a company (Obama’s revenge on the British for
the treatment of his grandfather);
2. Drilling in the Gulf has been stopped until new environmental impact regulations are
drafted and approved (this has thrown 60,000 oil workers out of a job and caused half
the rigs to begin moving away to Africa and Brazil. They will not be back) Maybe
the oil companies should just attach this report to their drilling applications?
3. Within a few months the USA will have to begin importing its deficiencies in oil
from the M.E., Venezuela and other equally unstable sources. This makes the USA
vulnerable to the same supply crisis as occurred in 1973 and which it has sought to
avoid ever since.
4. This never was an environmental crisis. It was a political opportunity that has been
used to help Obama in his mission of transforming the USA into ….what? If we
knew the answer to that then we could explain the hype, over reaction and just
plain lies that have been used to weaken the U.S. economy and one of its most
powerful industries.
And finally, if you ever doubted the irrationality of allowing those who are good at pretending
to be someone else have any real power, then consider the following:2
“Speaking during a documentary on the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the "Ocean's
Eleven" actor says that although he opposes capital punishment, he would make a special
exception if given the opportunity. "I was never for the death penalty before - I am willing to
look at it again," Pitt states, referring to those responsible for the disastrous April 20 oil rig
explosion and subsequent spill in the Gulf of Mexico.”
The Age of Irrationality and Unreason is finally upon us.

1

http://blog.nj.com/njv_paul_mulshine/2010/08/after_overhyping_oil_spill_oba.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/gossip/2010/08/23/2010-0823_brad_pitt_i_would_reconsider_my_views_on_death_penalty_for_bp_oil_spill.html#ixzz0xW7VILxG
2
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